Making beautiful music

A new classical festival draws renowned participants

By Robert Knox
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

DUXBURY — Matt Pierce teaches
cello at the South Shore Conservatory,
but he'll go back to being a student this
week at the Duxbury Music Institute
and Festival, The 13-day summer pro-
gram in studying and performing classi-
cal music has drawn an internationally
renowned faculty and talented student
body to play beautiful music in beauti-
ful settings — and area residents also
get the benefit.

In its first year, the Music Institute
and Festival is an intensive progran for
soio and chamber music performance.
Each student receives four hours of
private instruction and at least three
hours of chamber group coaching, plus
— and herd’s the important part for
local music-lovers — almos: daily pes-
formances. Those student perforn:-
ances are free to arca residents who
want to listen in.

One such offering is today at 5 p.n.
atthe Eilison Center for the Arts, the
South Shore Conservatory’s Duxbury
campus.

In addition to student recitals, the
faculty musicians will perform five
public concerts in various Duxbury
venues throtigh Aug. 4. The faculty
cvents range in price from free to €100
per ticket.

Seme of the concerts take place in
local private hoaies — “gorgeous man-
sions,” according o the conservaion’s
Lanci Valentine, who acknowledged the
hotises can be as big an attraction as the
music.

Judging by the readiness of foca!
voiunteers to prepare 1,300 meals for
festival participants, there is a good
appetite for an infusion of Snemusic in
thearca.

“The comamunity b hvem-
braced {0 Valentine sadd, Mg
Wof Duxbury —whose daughter studios
inastring program olfeced by Scuth
Shere Conservitory — coordinated L
volunteer effort.

Theinstitute's facully wiltbe put up
in arce aoines. Lis 35 students, soine
from as fur away as South Korea, will ke
quartercd in the town's two religious
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“Theseare high-level students who
want professional careers in music,”
Valentine said.

Amony the local students will be
Pierce, a 31-year-old Mansficld resi-
dent, who has taught ccilo for two years
atthe conservatory, a regional music
school. He says that the opportunity to
work with renowned teackers and
talented students was too geod to pass
up. .

Nearly two weeks' “immersion” in
pushing the envelope with top-notch
classical musicians, he says, “can bea
life-altering experience”

Stephien Deitz, a South Shore Con-
servatory piano teacher and the in-
stitute's chief organizer, worked with
Oxana Yabionskayu, a visiting artist, to
gathier a top-level faculty and recruit
students for the upcoming festival,

fablonskaya toured the Fllison Arts
Center last year when she was invited to
perform and teach at the conservatory’s
headquarters facility ic Hingham, She
was impressed by the facility and the
town. “She said, ‘This is really beautifui.
ou shouid have 2 music festival down
Lwere,' " Valentine recalied.

The Moscow-bormn pianist will give
one of the institute’s master classes. In
addition to Deitz and Yablonskaya, the
faculty includes pianist Yuri Kim of
South Korea, a member of the Mannes
School of Music facuity in New York;
pianist Nelly Akopiaa-Tamuarina of the
Prague School of Music; and pianist
slaxin Fedotov of the Moscow Consei-
vatory.

Alsoon the facuity list: viclinist Cleh
Krysa of the Eastman School of Music;
violist Karen Ritscher of Rice Universi-
ty; cellist Dimitry Yablonsky of the
Russian Philhannonic Orchestra; flutist
Robert Dick of New York University and
the Aaron Copland School of Music;
tiutist Carol Wincenc of ‘e Juiiard
Sehool; and singer Kobert White 6f The
Judllinrd Schogl.

The faculty congerts take place i the
Duxbury Performing Asts Centoron
Alden Street (scating is restricied to the
arge auditorium’s 400-seat front see-
tion for the intimaey of chamher mu-
sic); the Ellison center on St George
Street; the town's senior center on
Mayfiower Street (which bowats i
auditorium seating over 100); and two
srivate aonies.

“We want toreuei cut 16 get o ew
zudiences,” Valentine said of the festi-
val's verue diffusion.

The free student recitals take place
today, tomorrow, and Monday at 5 p.ne.
at the Eliison center. Program details for
these perfonmances are available by
calling 761-934-2731, ext. 17, within 2+
hours of the scheduled performance.

Temorrow at 7 p.m,, a taculty con-
cert at the senior center will feature
Kim, Ritscher, Yablonskaya, Krysa, and
Yablonsky performing music by Prokofi-
ev, Brahms, and Shostakovich, Tickets
are $25.

On Saturday a free master cliass
taught by two faculty members takes
place at the Ellison from 9 a.um. to 12:36
p.m. That evening a Saculty concert
takes place at the McGrath home. Tick-
cts are $100. .

The weekend's high-profile event is
the free Sunday in the Park concert
fromi 11 a.m. to 2 p.n. on the Duxbury
town green off Washington Street. The
there wili be “Janglewood East” with a
teiit for the performance and grassy
areas for relaxing and picnics. The
facuity will perform in a variety of trios
and quartets. The challenge for organ-
izers: moving pianos.

On Moaday, in addition to the stu-
dentrecital, a free 6:15 p.m. seminar on
“Controliing Performance Anxiety” by
Dr. Jane Viemeister takes place in the
Ellison.

On Tuesday at 6 p.m. a free chamber
music studeat competition takes piace
at the Ellison Center, Divided into sinall
sroup enscmbles, students will get to
show off what they've learned.

On Wednesday, the solo student
competition will be held at 6 p.m. in the
Ellison. The next day — Thursday — at
7:30 p.m. tive winners give a concert in
the Reed home. Tickets are $100.

And on Friday the festival winds up
with an all-faculty chamber concert at
7:39 pn at the Performing Arts Center,
including music by Beethovern, Luto-
slawski, Morart, Rachmaninoff, and
Shostakovich.

To crder tickets to paid concerts, go
to ihe website, wwavsouthshoreconser-
VIGEY.OTE.

For more informiztion, call the con-
servatony’s Hingham campus at 781-
TH-7563, ext. 10, or the Ellison Center
at 7S1-934-2731, ext. 10.

Robert Knox cun be contacted at
rekenox@ginail.cont.
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